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her eyes, until the door closed behind her, when she turned to George.
" Now, Sir, we are alone," she said ; " say on." But George, in lieu of replying, walked toward the Queen, and put his knee to the floor, and, as he did so, drew a paper from his breast, and handed it to her. Mary took it in amazement, and while she unfolded it gazed fixedly at Douglas, who remained in the same position. Casting her eyes upon the paper, she read what follows:
" We, peers of Scotland, in consideration of the fact - that our Queen is held prisoner at Lochleven, and that her faithfol subjects are denied access to her person, and since our duty demands that we take measures to assure her safety, do .engage and make oath to employ every means in our power to set her at liberty on conditions consistent with her Majesty's honor, the well-being of the kingdom, and to guarantee the lives of those who hold her in prison, provided that they consent to release her; if they refuse we declare that we propose to devote ourselves and our children, friends, servants and vassals, our property and our lives, to the effort to set her at liberty, to assure the welfare of the Prince, and to press forward the punishment of the murderers of the late King. If we are assailed for this step, either as a body or individually, we swear to defend ourselves, and to bear aid to one another, or confess ourselves infamous and perjured. May God help us.
" Signed with our own hands at Dunbarton, "ANDREWS, ARGYLE, HUNTLY, ARBROATH, GALLOWAY, Ross, FLEMING, HERRIES,  STIRLING, KTLWIN-KING, WILT,(?) HAMILTON, ST. CLAIR."
"And Seaton!" exclaimed Mary; "among all these signatures, I do not see that of my faithful Seatoru"